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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1 arKi 19, as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A closed annular sealing material comDrislna an 
annular portion , wherein [[:]] 

the ends in the peripheral direction of one or a plurality of 
expanded porous polytetrafluoroethylene bands are joined to each 
other 

the wdth (W) of the sealing material from the inner periphery to 
the outer periphery is greater than the thickness (t) of the outer 
peripheral surface thereof; and 

the angle of elevation of the annular portion of the sealing 
material in relation to the horizontal plane formed by the edge of the 
inner peripheral surface thereof Is 0 to 45''. 

2. (withdrawn) A closed annular sealing material, wherein: 

the ends in the peripheral direction of one or a plurality of 
expanded porous polytetrafluoroethylene bands are joined to each 
other; 

the width (W) of the sealing material from the Inner periphery to 
the outer periphery is greater than the thickness (t) of the outer 
peripheral surface thereof; and 

the angle of elevation of the annular portion of the sealing 
material in relation to the horizontal plane formed by the edge of the 
inner peripheral surface thereof is 0**, 

3. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 2, 
wherein the ratio (W/t) of width (W) and thickness (t) is 5 or greater. 

4. (withdrawn) Ttie closed annular sealing material according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

the closed annular sealing material is in a substantially annular 
shape; and 

the ratio (x/\A/) of the diameter (x) of the inner periphery and 
width (W) Is 15 or less. 
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5. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 3. 
wherein: 

the closed annular sealing material is fn a substantially annular 
shape; and 

the ratio (x/W) of the diameter (x) of the inner periphery and 
width (W) is 15 or less 

6 (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

the closed annular sealing material is in a rectangular shape; 

and 

the radius of the inscrilDed circle at the comer of the Inner 
periphery is 10 mm or less. 

7. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 3. 
wherein: 

the closed annular sealing material is in a rectangular shape; 

and 

the radius of the inscribed circle at the comer of the inner 
periphery is 10 mm or less* 

8. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 2, 
wherein: 

the closed annular sealing material (s in a rectangular shape; 

and 

the radius of the inscribed circle at the comer of the Inner 
periphery is 0 mm, 

9. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 3, 
wherein: 

the closed annular sealing material is in a rectangular shape; 

and 

the radius of the inscribed circle at the comer of the inner 
periphery is 0 mm. 
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10. (original) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 1 , 
wherein the annular portion has a laminate structure of expanded 
porous polytetrafluoroethylene layers. 

11. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 2, 
wherein the annular portion has a laminate structure of expanded 
porous polytetrafluoroethylene layers. 

12. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 3, 
wherein the annular portion has a laminate stnjcture of expanded 
porous polytetrafluoroethylene layers. 

13. (original) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 10, 
wherein the expanded porous polytetrafluoroethylene layers are 
laminated In the width (W) direction. 

14. (original) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 13, 
wherein the annular portion comprises a nonporous 
polytetrafluoroethylene layer inserted between the laminated expanded 
porous polytetrafluoroethylene layers. 

15. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to daim 10, 
wherein the expanded porous polytetrafluoroethylene layers are 
laminated in the thickness (t) direction. 

16. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 1, 
wherein in which at least one end of the band in the peripheral direction 
is tapered; and the tapered surfeice comprises at least part of the band 
joint. 

17. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claims 2, 
wherein in which at least one end of the band in the peripheral direction 
is tapered; and the tapered surface comprises at least part of the band 
joint. 

18. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 3, 
wherein in which at least one end of the band in the peripheral direction 
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is tapered; and the tapered surface comprises at least part of the band 
joint. 

19. (currently amended) The closed annular sealing material according to 
claim 1, wherein the two ends of the band are joined by at least one 
means selected from double-sided adhesive tape.[[(]]adheslve. and 
heat fusion or ultrasonic welding via at least one film selected from a 
group consisting of a tetrafluoroethylene-hexafluoropropylene 
copolymerized film and a tetrafluoroethylene-perfiuoroaikylvinylether 
copolymerized film. 

20. (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 2, 
wherein the two ends of the band are joined by at least one means 
selected fromdouble-sided adhesive tape, adhesive, and heat fusion or 
ultrasonic welding via at least one film selected from a group consisting 
of a tetrafiuoroethylene-hexafluoropropylene copolymerized film and a 
tetrafluoroethylene-perfluoroalkylvinyietiier copolymerized film. 

21* (withdrawn) The closed annular sealing material according to claim 3, 
vi^erein the two ends of the band are joined by at least one means 
selected from: 

double-sided adhesive tape, 

adhesive, and 

heat fusion or ultrasonic welding via at least one film selected 
from a group consisting of a tetrafluoroethylene-hexafluoropropyiene 
copolymerized film and a tetrafluoroethylene-perfluoroalkylvinylether 
copolymerteed film. 

22. (withdrawn) A closed annular seating material according to claim 1, 
wherein an adhesive layer is formed on either one of the annular flat 
surfaces orthogonal to the outer peripheral surface. 

23. (withdrawn) A closed annular sealing material according to claim 2. 
wherein an adhesive layer is formed on either one of the annular flat 
surfaces orthogonal to the outer peripheral surface. 



PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 6/30/2006 2:54:55 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:USPTO€FXRF-3/18 ' DNIS:273830D * CSID:302 292 4153* DUiWTION (mm-ss):03-14 



JUN 30 2006 15:05 FR WL GORE LEGAL DEPT 302 292 4153 TO US PATENT QFFICE P. 08/12 



24. (withdrawn) A closed annular sealing material according to claim 3, 
wherein an adhesive layer is formed on either one of the annular flat 
surfaces orthogonal to the outer peripheral surface* 

26. (withdrawn) A method for'manufacturing the closed annular sealing 
material according to claim 1 , comprising: 

bending in the width (W) direction one or a plurality of expanded 
porous polytetrafluoroethylene bands whose length in the thickness (t) 
direction of the resulting closed annular sealing material is less than the 
width (W) thereof to fonn a ring as a whole; 

pre-flxing the bands to maintain the bent shape; 
thermosetting the bands; and 

joining the two ends in the peripheral direction of the bands with 
each other before, during, or after the thermosetting, 

where the directions are defined based in a coordinate system 
comprising the width (W) direction, thickness (t) direction, and 
peripheral direction of the resulting dosed annular sealing material. 

26 (withdrawn) A method for manufacturing the closed annular sealing 
material according to claim 2, comprising: 

bending in the width QN) direction one or a plurality of expanded 
porous polytetrafluoroethylene bands and/or boards whose length in the 
thickness (t) direction of the resulting closed annular sealing material is 
equal to or greater than the width (W) thereof to form a ring as a whole; 

pre-fixing the bands and/or boards to maintain the bent shape; 
thermosetting the bands and/or boards; 

slicing the resulting thenmoset assembly to a prescribed 
thickness (t); and 

Joining the two ends in the peripheral direction of the thick 
bands, thick boards, or Slices thereof with each other before, during, or 
after the thermosetting, 

where the directions are defined based in a coordinate system 
comprising the width (W) direction, thickness (t) direction, and 
peripheral direction of the resulting closed annular sealir^ material. 
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27. (withdrawn) The method for manufacturing a closed annular sealing 
material according to claim 26, wherein the joining is performed after 
the slicing. 



PAGE 9/12 * RCVD AT 6/3012006 2:54:55 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:^^^^ 



